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                                                            Haitian Revolution DBQ Essay

              The  first  revolution  took  place  in  the  British  colonies  of  North  America. The  North  American  revolution  inspired  other  revolutions. Such  as  the  fierce  French revolution.  Subsequently,  the  Hispanolia  island  revolt  followed.  Throughout  the  late   1700's,  the  people  of  the  French  colony  of  Saint  Domingue  were  initiating  the well  known  Haitian revolution.  In  this  revolution,  the  people  of  color  were  fighting  against the   French  colonial  rule.  They  had  obtained  the  ideas  when  colonial  governers  had  sent  500  gens de  couleur to fight  in  the  American  war  of independece.  Finally,  the  French  didn't  want  to  let  go, because  Saint-Domingue  exported forty  percent  of  the  world's  sugar.

              The  French  governers, had  sent  the   gens  de  couleur  to fight in the American  revolution.  There  they  learned  about  the  Delaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man  and citizen. Which  was  primarily  written  by  Thomas Jeferson (doc. 2).  In doc. 3,  we see thathat the French did not want to expand  thier  empire,  they wanted  to enrich  it.  It  clearly  states  " We  have  not  brought  half  a  million  slaves  from  Africa  to make  them  into  french  citizens".  Something  else  that helped  spark  the revolution is  how  most  of  the  French  treated  the  slaves.  The  French  Code  Noir, written  by  King  Louis  XIV,  expresses how the  slaves  need to  be  treated.  Although some declarations  are  not  that  harsh, they were  still mistreated.  In doc. 1  we see  that they (the slaves) were  given  very  little  sustenance  to to be able to survive.  Globally,  they  werer  not  the  only  slaves  that  were  mistreated.  This  is  what caused  fear  to  other  regions  that  had  slaves.

             Independence  did  not  come  from  one  day  to  another.  They  had  to  fight for  it.  On August  14,  1791,  there  was  a  secret  meeting  held  in the  forest (doc.5). There  they  had  a  Voodoo  ritual,  which  was  led  by  the  Vodou  priest  Boukman.  That  ritual  was  a  symbol  of  commitment  to  affirm  the  initial  stage  of  the revolution.  The  revolts  that  were  led  by  Boukman,  and  Toussaint,  caused  Napoleon to  take  action. "In  May  1802,  Napoleon's  forces  tried  to  re-establish  slavery" (doc. 4).  He  took  Toussaint,  by  force,  and  sent  him  back  to  France.  As  a  result,  a bigger  rebellion  was  caused.  Since  many  haitians  had  already  been  trained  to  fight (the  American  Independence),  this  put  the  slaves  at  an  advantage  over  the  French.  On January  1,  they  proclamed  the  founding  of Haiti (doc.7).  The  knowing  of  this  happening  alarmed  leaders  that  owned  slaves.  The  example  given  to  us  in doc. 9  is Thomas  Jefferson.  Thomas  Jefferson  saw  what  was  happening  in  Saint Domingue,  he  was  full  of  fear.  Therefore,  he  tried  to  stop  trading  between  the U.S.,  and  Haiti.  In  1806  his  work  paid  of.

              Another  way  we  can  see it  is  a  global  revolution  is  to  see  the legacy it  left  behind. In  doc. 6  we  can  see  a  painting  that  shows  how  French  people  were hanged.  This  painting  is  from  1805,  a  year  after  the  proclamation  of  Haiti.  In  doc.  8  we  see  a  poem  entitltd  "To Toussaint  L'  ouverture"written  by  William  Wordsworth.  The  poem  is  a  tribute  to  Toussaint.  We  know  this  becuse  it  says positive  things  about  him.  Politically,  it  left  legacy  by  influencing  the  Emancipation Decree  of  1794 (doc.9).

             In  conclusion, the  revolution  of  Haiti  had  political,  social,  and  economic factors  throughout the beggining ,  the  process  and  by leaving  a  legacy.  Although, I would  like  to  point  out  that  it  would  be  nice  if  we  had  a  document  from  the Spanish  colonies.  It  would  help  me  understand  better  how  other  societies  that  are not  from  Europe or North America reacted.  Did  it  envoke  the  same  fear  to  the penininsuares,  like  it  did  to  European,  and  North  American  governers.
